
 

 
 
 

Michael Rush : champion Australia sculler 
 

A fine prize-book for event-winners, champions, or any rower you wish to celebrate! 
A must-have for any rowing club or sporting library! 

A great Christmas gift for your rowing friends and family! 
A fascinating read for any lover of the grand old sport of aquatics! 

 
Only two of Australia’s early champion scullers have had their biography published – Ned Trickett, and 
Henry Searle. They are now joined by Michael Rush, their colleague, rival and mentor. Michael Rush 
(1844-1922) was an Irish immigrant. In 1863, he settled on the Clarence River in northern New South 
Wales. Rush soon became Champion Sculler of the district, and then Champion Sculler of Australia. 
Rush never achieved the World Title, though he competed for it in 1877, drawing to Sydney’s foreshores 
the largest crowd of spectators Australia had ever seen. This is his story. It is also the story of early 
Australian sculling events and champions, race venues, boat-building - and some of the villainy that 
formerly gave the sport of sculling a reputation almost as murky and colourful as boxing and horse-
racing. Rush was among the handful of athletes who made sculling respectable and hugely popular. 

 
Book description: A4 hardback with dust-jacket. Decorated endpapers. 320 pages. Illustrated throughout in black and white, plus 
maps, and six pages of colour plates. Includes Bibliography, Index, Glossary and Chapter Notes. ISBN 978-0-646-55987-2. First 
published September 2011 in a limited edition of 500 copies. Book weighs 1.460 kg packed. RRP $AU30.00 inc. GST. 
 
Ordering: Payment required with order, except for libraries, rowing clubs as organisations, and bookstores – we will send the 
book(s) with an invoice. Download an order-form from our website, www.stephengard.com.au. 
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